Luke Piper
‘Planet Paintings’
A new series of paintings exploring nature and the pandemic
21 – 27 September 2020

“Lane near Bruton ll” June 2020 560 x 760mm watercolour, gouache, pastel and ink on Arche Aquarelle 300gsm satine

An exciting and timely exhibition of new works by Somerset artist, Luke Piper, opens in Wiltshire
in September 2020. While the work reflects again Piper’s love for the English countryside, it marks
an even more urgent response to the world we live in, the current crisis and our conflict-ridden
relationship with both nature and ourselves.
Says Piper of his new work: ‘In essence we are at war. A different sort of war but essentially a
conflict with our very own nature and with nature itself. Even outside the pandemic our relationship
with nature has reached a tipping point. The current crisis brings this conflict into sharp and
relentless focus.’
Piper’s paintings reflect his original observation of the outdoors, especially that of his beloved
Somerset. In this new series he takes his notes further, exploring our relationship with nature and
wilderness in the context of urgent and changing times. This work is the product of figurative plein
air observation of local places and a more experimental tachisme style.
‘As a human race we have become physically detached through ‘lockdown’ – social distancing and
self-isolation, connected to each other only by a virtual world of ideas and images. Yet we are also
united in the shared predicament of a global pandemic at a time of our own unprecedented human
impact on the natural world. This dual threat challenges our way of life, our relationship with
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nature and with each other.
‘Whilst the work is dark in places, I hope it also brings light and demonstrates how there is always
redemption – a way through, just as there is through the drovers’ roads of the Somerset landscape.
With sublime beauty and elation there is also terror and darkness but the combination actually
brings comfort, understanding and the vision of a way forward.’
Heavily influenced by both his grandfather, John Piper, and his father, Edward Piper, Luke’s
painting also draws inspiration from a number of other sources, including prehistoric rock painting,
Australian indigenous art, specific impressionists and war artists. The results are landscape
paintings infused with blinding light, colour and primal energy.

”Lane near Shapwick” April 2020 560 x 760mm watercolour, gouache & ink on Aquarelle Arches 300gsm CP

Luke completed the paintings during winter of 2019 and through the global lockdown of spring
and summer 2020. As a Cambridge-educated scientist, Piper approaches the effect of the
pandemic on our world and his work with an academic analysis.
‘We have faith in science conveniently packaged by disciplines such as physics, chemistry,
epidemiology and biology but in truth we are completely defenceless, vulnerable to the crisis. There
remain so many unknowns. And despite all the technology at our fingertips, we are helpless against
something as small and simple as a virus that constitutes just eight strands of ribonucleic protein
and some lipid protein structure. Medicine is not as advanced as we think. Often the solutions –
vaccines, treatments and antibodies – are no more than the distillation of similar molecular
structures and naturally occurring organisms.’
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Some pieces look like they could be the viewed through the lens of a telescope or a microscope
with a sense of projected or magnified objects in the darkness, yet they all relate to Piper’s
connection with local lanes, byways and ley lines, themes of previous works.
‘Our knowledge horizons are expanding on every front – into a world of new planets, black holes
and microbes, from the infinite to the infinitesimal.
‘A sense of immediacy and an attempt to capture the moment is key to understanding how
transient yet universally connected things are. The circular planet paintings are really the next step
in attempting to encapsulate all within the whole.’
The paintings are concerned not only with the current crisis, but with the internal anxiety of human
existence as our impact on planet earth and the dissonance this causes, becomes increasingly
apparent. Piper’s paintings are the psychiatrist’s inky doodles on his or her notepad or the
clairvoyant’s tea leaves in a cup, as ‘experts’ try to unravel our own personal responsibility for the
myriad imbalances now facing us.

.

(LEFT) “Boscawen-Ûn Stones, St Buryan, Cornwall” March 2020. 575 x 570mm watercolour, gouache, ink & pastel on Arches Aquarelle 365gsm CP
(RIGHT) “Nova Corona l” March 2020 575 x 570mm watercolour, gouache & ink on Arches Aquarelle 300gsm CP
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“Muddy Lane,Chesterblade” March 2020 560 x 760mm watercolour, gouache, pencil & ink on Arches Aquarelle 300gsm CP

When not painting, driving trucks across Africa, building tree houses, zip lines and chicken huts
with his four children, Luke has for decades built and run three of the major music fields at the
world-famous Glastonbury Festival.
He paints in the countryside surrounding the buzzing town of Bruton, as well as Wales where the
Pipers have had a house for several generations and in Cornwall. For this show, he has chosen to
exhibit in a beautiful barn location in the heart of West Country’s chalk meadow downland.
With social distancing measures still potentially in place, even putting on the exhibition has
presented challenges.
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Exhibition details:

The exhibition is at Pen Hill Barn which is located in the chalk uplands above the River Wylye between Glastonbury
and Old Sarum not far from Stonehenge.
For directions type exact location code 4RH6+P8 into google (or click here).
The show runs 11am to 5pm daily
(Please email to book a time slot enquiries@lukepiper.com as Covid-19 measures may be in place)

The exhibition venue, Pen Hill Barn in the middle distance

A VIRTUAL GALLERY IS AVALIABLE HERE:

VIRTUAL INTERACTIVE GALLERY
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